Introduction
Now is the time of the furnaces, and only light should be seen. 1) Over the past year the Arab World has witnessed regime change in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya; Arab citizen revolts are underway in Syria, Bahrain and Yemen; and different levels of reform initiatives can be found in Morocco, 2) Algeria 3) and Jordan. 4) These processes 1) Jose Marti, quoted in Che Guevara, "Message to the Tricontinental" [April 1967] ,
Resurrecting a revolutionary cinema. The hour of the furnaces, http://edchannels.org/ writings/RC001/pdf/Furnaces_RC001.pdf/. 2) The new Moroccan constitution, replacing that of 1996, supposedly represents a further step in the direction of establishing a liberal-democratic system and does indeed contain provisions to that effect. For instance, there is now explicit recognition that Morocco is a 'parliamentary constitutional monarchy,' that national identity is pluralistic and not simply Arab and Muslim, and that, crucially, the figure of the king is no longer 'sacred,' but simply inviolable. 
